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RossiniÕs The Italian Girl in Algiers
opens November 10

Vivica Genaux stars in this company premiere

What: Gioachino RossiniÕs The Italian Girl in Algiers.
Sung in Italian with English translations projected above the stage.

Where: Ordway Center for the Performing Arts (mainstage)

When: Saturday, November 10, at 8:00p.m. (2007Opera Gala performance)
Tuesday, November 13, at 7:30p.m.. Thursday, November 15, at 7:30p.m.
Saturday, November 17, at 7:30p.m. Sunday, November 18, at 2:00p.m.

Tickets: $20 Ð $150. Call The Minnesota Opera Ticket Office at 612.333.6669 or 
purchase online at www.mnopera.org.

Minneapolis, MNÑT he Minnesota OperaÕs first production of  The Italian Girl in Algiers
opens on November 10. The Italian Girl in Algiersis a riotous comedy about the lengths
lovers will go to be together. Isabella, the Italian girl, is shipwrecked while trying to find
her boyfriend, Lindoro, who was captured by pirates. Now that they are both slaves of
Mustafˆ, the ruler of Algiers, itÕs up to Isabella to plot their escape. RossiniÕs colorful, mad-
cap comedy is imaginatively set inside a 1930s pop-up book in a production by Santa Fe
Opera. The Italian Girl in Algiers is acompany premiere for The Minnesota Opera.
Minnesota Opera favorite Vivica Genaux (Cinderella, Semiramide, The Capulets and the
Montagues, Lucrezia Borgia) returns for the first time in three seasons as Isabella, opposite
tenor Kenneth Tarver , who makes his Minnesota Opera debut as Lindoro. Bass Wojtek
Gierlach debuts as Mustafa and baritone Andrew Wilk owske (The Magic Flute, Nixon in
China, The Grapes of Wrath and this MayÕs The Marriage of Figaro) returns as Taddeo. Helena
Binder (The Tales of Hoffmann) directs and The Minnesota OperaÕs Conductor-in-Residence 
Robert Wood conducts.

ÒProducing treasured works from the fertile Bel Canto period is a unique specialty of The
Minnesota Opera,Ó said Artistic Director Dale Johnson. ÒThe Ôbeautiful singingÕ era
had a profound effect on the art form, and it also guides this companyÕs artistic vision Ð
both to produce an opera from that body of work each season and to maintain a focus on the



voice that informs every aspect of opera production, from design to casting. This yearÕs offering The Italian Girl in
Algiers is the perfect representation of that commitment.Ó

To learn more about The Italian Girl in Algiers ...

Please visit our website at www.mnopera.org or consider the opportunities listed below. On the website you will
find casting updates, artist biographies, synopses, background notes, education program information, suggestions for
further reading and listening, ticketing services and other company information.  

Adult Education Classes
A class devoted to The Italian Girl in Algierswill be held on Wednesday, November 7, 2007, from 7:00Ð9:00p.m.
at The Minnesota Opera Center, 620North First Street in the Minneapolis Warehouse District. RossiniÕs fizzing
Italian buffo masterpieces inhabit a sound world that is unique and instantly recognizable. Bill LutesÐ who has
presented music appreciation courses for the Smithsonian InstitutionÕs Resident Associates Program Ð will explore
the musical and dramatic fabric of  The Italian Girl in Algiers. Using classic recordings of  the opera (as well as
video excerpts), Lutes will explore the ways in which the composer creates his delightful brand of  comedy through
his virtuoso writing for the voice; his orchestration and his endlessly inventive melodic and rhythmic ideas. Call
612.333.6669to register, or register online at www.mnopera.org. 

Opera Insights
One hour before show time, Artistic Director Dale Johnson and artistic staffers present Opera Insights Ð free, fun
and informative 30-minute sessions held prior to each performance in Ordway CenterÕs mezzanine lobby. Opera
Insights is sponsored by Thrivent Financial for Lutherans Foundation. 

The Italian Girl in Algiers is a production of Santa Fe Opera.

The Italian Girl in Algiers is sponsored by Target. 

The 2007-2008Minnesota Opera season is sponsored by US Bank Private Client Group and FAF Advisors. 

The Minnesota OperaÕs mission is to produce opera and opera education programs
at the highest artistic level that inspire and entertain our audiences 

and enrich the cultural life of  our community.
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THE CREATIVE TEAM

Conductor  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .RobertWood
Stage Director  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Helena Binder
Set Designer  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Robert Innes Hopkins
Costume Designer  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .DavidWoolard
Lighting Designer  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Marcus Dilliard
Wig Master and Makeup  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .TomWatson & Associates

THE CAST

Isabella, an Italian lady  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Vivica Genaux
Lindoro, a young Italian slave  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Kenneth Tarver
Mustafˆ, Bey of Algiers  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Wojtek Gierlach
Taddeo, companion of Isabella  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Andrew Wilkowske
Haly, Captain of the Algerian Corsairs  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Kyle Albertson
Elvira, wife of Mustafˆ  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Alison Bates
Zulma, slave and confidante of Elvira  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Andrea Coleman


