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Minnesota Opera’s season opens September 25
with a stunning new production of 

GluckÕs Orpheus and Eurydice

Internationally acclaimed countertenor David Daniels 
makes his Minnesota debut

What: Christoph Willibald GluckÕs Orpheus and Eurydice.
Sung in Italian with English translations projected above the stage.

Where: Ordway, 345Washington St., St. Paul, MN

When: Saturday, September 25, at 8:00p.m. (Opera Gala 2010 performance)
Tuesday, September 28, at 7:30 p.m. Thursday, September 30, at 7:30p.m.
Saturday, October 2, at 7:30 p.m. Sunday, October 3, at 2:00p.m.

Tickets: $20 Ð $200. Call the Minnesota Opera Ticket Office at 612.333.6669, 
Monday–Friday, 9 a.m.–6 p.m., or purchase online at mnopera.org.

Media: Contact Daniel Zillmann, Communications Manager, to take advantage of the 
following exclusive interview, photo and video opportunities:

Wednesday, September 1, at 10:30a.m. (Meet and Greet Design and Artist 
Presentation, Minnesota Opera Center, 620 N. First St., Minneapolis, MN)

Wednesday, September 22, at 7:30p.m., and Thursday, September 23, at 
7:30p.m. (Dress Rehearsals,Ordway, 345Washington St., St. Paul, MN)

Minneapolis, MNÑThe Minnesota Opera season opens on September 25 with GluckÕs
Orpheus and Eurydice. In mythological Greece, Orpheus mourns the loss of his wife, Eurydice,
with such despairing grief that the gods take pity, permitting him to enter Hades to reclaim
her, with one condition: he must not look at her until they cross the river Styx. On his jour-
ney from heartbreak to ultimate triumph, Orpheus charms the god of Love with his voice,
and is at last reunited with his beloved.



To learn more about Orpheus and Eurydice ...
Please visit our website at mnopera.org or consider the opportunities listed below. On the website you will find
casting updates, artist biographies, synopses, background notes, education program information, suggestions for fur-
ther reading and listening, ticketing services and other company information.  

Other Minnesota Opera Events:
Minnesota Opera at the State Fair
Once again, the Minnesota Opera Resident Artists will make a guest appearance on Thursday, September 2,
11:00 a.m.–1:00 p.m., at ÒThe Great Minnesota Get-Together,Ó performing onstage at the Minnesota Public Radio
booth on the corner of Judson and Nelson. Learn more online at mnopera.org. 

Concrete and Grass
Minnesota Opera participates again in Concrete and Grass Lowertown Music Festival on Friday, September 10,
5:00Ð6:00p.m. Minnesota Opera Teaching Artist Angie Keeton and former Resident Artist Seth Keeton per-
form onstage at Mears Park, St. Paul. Learn more online at mnopera.org.  
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THE CREATIVE TEAM

Conductor  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Harry Bicket
Director  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Lee Blakeley*
Set and Costume Designer  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Adrian Linford*
Choreographer  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Arthur Pita*
Lighting Designer  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Jenny Cane*

THE CAST

Orpheus . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .David Daniels*
Eurydice . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Susanna Phillips
Amore . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Angela Mortellaro*+
Orchestra  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .The Saint Paul Chamber Orchestra
Dancers  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Zenon Dance Company

*Minnesota Opera Debut, +Minnesota Opera Resident Artist

ÒThe stunning new production by British designer Adrian Linford perfectly creates a beautiful setting for
Orpheus and Eurydice’s timeless journey to the Underworld and back,” said Artistic Director Dale Johnson.
ÒGluck was a reform master of Ôbeautiful simplicityÕ who penned some of the most popular early Classical arias and
molded music perfectly together with drama and dance. This production is a wonderful example of one of early
operaÕs greatest works, which will certainly delight the senses of Minnesota Opera audiences.Ó The most popular of
the composerÕs works, Orpheus and Eurydiceserves as a bridge between the Baroque and early Classical periods of
opera history in which Gluck attempted to replace the complex opera seria which was popular at the time with a
simplicity of plot and music. 

International acclaimed countertenor David Daniels stars as Orpheus in his Minnesota Opera debut opposite the
exquisite soprano Susanna Phillips (The Fortunes of King Croesus) as Eurydice. Angela Mortellaro, Minnesota
OperaÕs Resident Artist soprano, debuts as Amore. Early music specialist Harry Bicket (The Fortunes of King
Croesus) returns to conduct The Saint Paul Chamber Orchestra. Making their company debuts, Lee Blakeley
directs this stylish, sophisticated production by British designer Adrian Linford . Arthur Pit a also makes his
debut choreographing Zenon Dance Company (The Pearl Fishers).



Tempo Opera Tasting 2010
Tempo, Minnesota OperaÕs membership program for both opera newbies and buffs ages 21–39, invites you to
Opera Tasting 2010on Saturday, September 18, at 8:30p.m., at the Minnesota Opera Center, 620 North First
Street in the Minneapolis Warehouse District. Join in as they explore the depths of the Inferno and travel through
the circles of Hell. myTalk107.1Õs Jason Matheson and Alexis Thompson host this perilous journey with
luscious wines and tasty morsels from Spill the Wine, performances by Minnesota OperaÕs Resident Artists
and the official after party at Clubhouse JŠger. Call 612.333.6669, or purchase tickets online at mnopera.org. 

Adult Education Class
A class devoted to Orpheus and Eurydice will be held on Monday, September 20, at 7:00 p.m. at the Minnesota
Opera Center, 620 North First Street in the Minneapolis Warehouse District. This lecture, led by Kelley
Harness from the University of Minnesota, examines Orpheus and Eurydice as part of a long tradition of Orpheus
operas dating back to 1600, while looking at GluckÕs reformation of opera to bring it in line with the new aesthet-
ic goals of naturalness and simplicity of his day. Call 612.333.6669, or purchase tickets online at mnopera.org. 

Minnesota Public Radio Rebroadcast of The Pearl Fishers (2009)
Minnesota Public Radio will rebroadcast the sell-out 2009Ð2010 season opener, Bizet’s The Pearl Fishers, with
Isabel Bayrakdarian, Jesus Garcia and Philip Cutlip, on Wednesday, September 22, at 8:00 p.m. Learn more
online at mnopera.org. 

Opera Insights
One hour before show time, Head of Music Mary Dibbern and artistic staff members present Opera Insights –
free, fun and informative 30-minute sessions held prior to each performance in Ordway CenterÕs mezzanine lobby. 

The 2010Ð2011Minnesota Opera season is sponsored by The Private Client Reserve at U.S. Bank. 

The Minnesota OperaÕs mission is to produce opera and opera education programs
at the highest artistic level that inspire and entertain our audiences 

and enrich the cultural life of our community.

###
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