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VerdiÕs A Masked Ball opens 
The Minnesota OperaÕs 45th season 

The new co-production, directed by James Robinson, 
is a company premiere

What: Giuseppe VerdiÕs A Masked Ball. 
Sung in Italian with English translations projected above the stage.

Where: Ordway Center for the Performing Arts (mainstage)

When: Saturday, September 22, at 7:30p.m. Saturday, September 29, at 7:30p.m.
Tuesday, September 25, at 7:30p.m.. Sunday, September 30, at 2:00p.m.
Thursday, September 27, at 7:30p.m.

Tickets: $20 Ð $150. Call The Minnesota Opera Ticket Office at 612.333.6669 or 
purchase online at www.mnopera.org.

Minneapolis, MNÑT he Minnesota Opera 2007-2008season will open with Giuseppe
VerdiÕs A Masked Ball. Based on the real-life assassination of King Gustav III of Sweden,
VerdiÕs opera pulsates with drama frombeginning to end. King Gustav secretly loves
Amelia, who secretly loves him back. But sheÕs marriedto his best friend Anckarstroem.
When her husband finds out, heÕs a man of vengeance. This new co-production with Opera
Colorado and Boston Lyric Opera, directed by JamesRobinson (Turandot, Transatlantic,
Nixon in China) and designed by Allen Moyer (Norma, Pagliacci/Carmina burana, Nixon in
China, The Barber of Seville, The Grapes of Wrath), is a company premiere.

ÒIt is always exciting to add another opera to this companyÕs repertoire,Ó said Artistic
Director Dale Johnson, Òand this Verdi masterpieceis a big, bold addition.Ó

Metropolitan Opera soprano Cynthia Lawrence (The Marriage of Figaro) returns as
Amelia, tenor Evan Bowers makes his Minnesota Opera debut as Gustav, baritone
Charles Taylor makes his debut as Anckarstroem, contralto Jill Grove debuts as Ulrica
and Miguel Harth-Bedo ya (Tosca) returns to conduct. 



To learn more about A Masked Ball ...

Please visit our website at www.mnopera.org or consider the opportunities listed below. On the website you will
find casting updates, artist biographies, synopses, background notes, education program information, suggestions for
further reading and listening, ticketing services and other company information.  

Adult Education Classes
A class devoted to A Masked Ball will be held on Wednesday, September 19, 2007, from 7:00Ð9:00p.m. at The
Minnesota Opera Center, 620North First Street in the Minneapolis Warehouse District. Giuseppe VerdiÕs A
Masked Ball began life in the court of Gustav III of Sweden and somehow ended in colonial Boston. Hear 19th-cen-
tury Italian opera and Bel Canto scholar Philip Gossettexplore the operaÕs complex history (with many musical
examples on the piano) and explain why A Masked Ball remains one of VerdiÕs greatest and Ð at the same time Ð
most confounding operas, thanks to the intervention of the Neapolitan and Roman censors.Call 612.333.6669to
register, or register online at www.mnopera.org. 

Opera Insights
One hour before show time, Artistic Director Dale Johnson and artistic staffers present Opera Insights Ð free, fun
and informative 30-minute sessions held prior to each performance in Ordway CenterÕs mezzanine lobby. 

A Masked Ball is a co-production of Boston Lyric Opera, Opera Colorado and The Minnesota Opera.
A Masked Ball is sponsored by US Bank Private Client Group and FAF Advisors. 

The Minnesota OperaÕs mission is to produce opera and opera education programs
at the highest artistic level that inspire and entertain our audiences 

and enrich the cultural life of  our community.
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THE CREATIVE TEAM

Conductor . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Miguel Harth-Bedoya
Stage Director . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .James Robinson
Set Designer . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Allen Moyer
Costume Designer . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .James Schuette
Lighting Designer . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Duane Schuler
Wig Master and Makeup . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Tom Watson & Associates

THE CAST

Gustav III , King of Sweden . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Evan Bowers
Amelia,AnckarstroemÕs wife . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Cynthia Lawrence
Anckarstroem, GustavÕs secretary . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Charles Taylor
Ulrica Arvidson, a fortune teller . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Jill Grove*

 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Christin-Marie Hill **

Oscar, a page . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Nili Riemer
Count Horn, a conspirator . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Christopher Job
Count Ribbing, a conspirator . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Kyle Albertson
Christian, a sailor . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .John David Boehr
Armfelt, a minister of justice . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Christian Reinert

*Performing September 22, 25, 27 & 29
**Performing September 30


